
Daniel 5: 1-6 NLT

Many years later King Belshazzar gave a great feast for 1,000 of his nobles, and he drank wine with them. 

While Belshazzar was drinking the wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups that his 
predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem. He wanted to drink from them with 

his nobles, his wives, and his concubines. So they brought these gold cups taken from the Temple, the house 
of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. While they 
drank from them they praised their idols made of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. Suddenly, they 

saw the fingers of a human hand writing on the plaster wall of the king’s palace, near the lampstand. The king 
himself saw the hand as it wrote, and his face turned pale with fright. His knees knocked together in fear and 

his legs gave way beneath him.


Daniel 5:18-24 NLT

Your Majesty, the Most High God gave sovereignty, majesty, glory, and honor to your predecessor, 

Nebuchadnezzar. He made him so great that people of all races and nations and languages trembled before 
him in fear. He killed those he wanted to kill and spared those he wanted to spare. He honored those he 

wanted to honor and disgraced those he wanted to disgrace. But when his heart and mind were puffed up with 
arrogance, he was brought down from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. He was driven from human 

society. He was given the mind of a wild animal, and he lived among the wild donkeys. He ate grass like a cow, 
and he was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he learned that the Most High God rules over the kingdoms 
of the world and appoints anyone he desires to rule over them. “You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you 

knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself.  For you have proudly defied the Lord of heaven and have 
had these cups from his Temple brought before you. You and your nobles and your wives and concubines have 

been drinking wine from them while praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone—gods that 
neither see nor hear nor know anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the breath of 

life and controls your destiny! So God has sent this hand to write this message.


Daniel 5:25-28 NLT

“This is the message that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This is what these words mean: Mene 

means ‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of your reign and has brought it to an end. Tekel means 
‘weighed’—you have been weighed on the balances and have not measured up. Parsin means ‘divided’—your 

kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”


Avoid your “writing on the wall” moment 

by living intentionally with God

Your days are numbered

Psalms 90:12 HCSB

Teach us to number our days carefully so that we may develop wisdom in our hearts


God is weighing your actions 
Matthew 6:33 HCSB

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.


A life lived unintentionally creates division

Ephesians 5:15-17 HCSB

So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.


