Jeremiah 29:11 NIV
For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:4-11 NLT
This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the captives he has exiled to Babylon from
Jerusalem: “Build homes, and plan to stay. Plant gardens, and eat the food they produce. Marry and have children.
Then find spouses for them so that you may have many grandchildren. Multiply! Do not dwindle away! And work for
the peace and prosperity of the city where | sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine
your welfare.”

This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let your prophets and fortune-tellers who
are with you in the land of Babylon trick you. Do not listen to their dreams, because they are telling you lies in my
name. | have not sent them,” says the Lord.

This is what the Lord says: “You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then | will come and do for you all the good
things | have promised, and | will bring you home again. For | know the plans | have for you,” says the Lord. “They
are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.

The plans of God always follows the process of God!

Choose to endure
“...the captives he has exiled...”

Hebrews 12:5-7a NIV

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his
son? It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” Endure
hardship as discipline...

Flourish in difficulty

“Build homes...plant gardens...marry and have children...Multiply!”

James 1:2-4 NLT

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great
joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for
when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.

Refuse the shortcuts
“...do not listen to their dreams...”

Matthew 7:13-14 NLT

You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide
for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a
few ever find it.

Live beyond yourself

“...You will be in Babylon for seventy years...to give you a future and a hope.”

Proverbs 13:22 ESV
A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the
righteous.



