
We should discipline the way our Father disciplines us!
Genesis 3:6-7 NLT

The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the 
wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it, too. At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their 
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

Be Proactive, not Reactive
Genesis 3:8-9 NLT
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the 
garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees. Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are 
you?”

“Parents first of all need to know one thing. Truth without relationships lead to rejection, rules without relationships 
lead to rebellion, discipline without relationship leads to bitterness, anger and resentment. 

It’s the relationship stupid, it’s the relationship.”  
Josh McDowell

Ask, don’t Assume
Genesis 3:10-13 NLT
He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”
“Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I 
commanded you not to eat?”
The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”
Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”
“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”

Discipline the Disobedience, but Restore the Relationship
Genesis 3:14-17,21 NLT
Then the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all animals, 
domestic and wild.You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live.
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Then he said to the woman, “I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And you 
will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you.”
And to the man he said, “Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded you 
not to eat, the ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it…
…And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.

Proverbs 13:24 NLT
Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. 
Those who love their children care enough to discipline them.

Ephesians 6:4 NLT
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the 
discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.


