
1 Samuel 24:1-4 NLT
After Saul returned from fighting the Philistines, he was told that David had gone into the wilderness of En-gedi. So Saul chose 
3,000 elite troops from all Israel and went to search for David and his men near the rocks of the wild goats. At the place where 
the road passes some sheepfolds, Saul went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and his men were hiding 

farther back in that very cave!
“Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men whispered to him. “Today the LORD is telling you, ‘I will certainly put your enemy into your 

power, to do with as you wish.’” So David crept forward and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul’s robe.

1 Samuel 26:7-8 NLT
So David and Abishai went right into Saul’s camp and found him asleep, with his spear stuck in the ground beside his head. 

Abner and the soldiers were lying asleep around him. “God has surely handed your enemy over to you this time!” Abishai 
whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t need to strike twice!”

1 Samuel 26:23-24 NLT
The LORD gives his own reward for doing good and for being loyal, and I refused to kill you even when the LORD placed you in 
my power, for you are the LORD’s anointed one. Now may the LORD value my life, even as I have valued yours today. May he 

rescue me from all my troubles.”

Loyalty isn’t always logical!

David’s loyalty frustrated his men
1 Samuel 24:6-7 NLT
He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this to my lord the king. I shouldn’t attack the LORD’s anointed 
one, for the LORD himself has chosen him.” So David restrained his men and did not let them kill Saul.

David’s loyalty confused and humiliated his enemies
1 Samuel 24:16-20 NLT
When David had finished speaking, Saul called back, “Is that really you, my son David?” Then he began to cry. And he 
said to David, “You are a better man than I am, for you have repaid me good for evil. Yes, you have been amazingly kind 
to me today, for when the LORD put me in a place where you could have killed me, you didn’t do it. Who else would let 
his enemy get away when he had him in his power? May the LORD reward you well for the kindness you have shown 
me today. And now I realize that you are surely going to be king, and that the kingdom of Israel will flourish under your 
rule.

1 Samuel 26:13-15 NLT
David climbed the hill opposite the camp until he was at a safe distance. Then he shouted down to the soldiers and to 
Abner son of Ner, “Wake up, Abner!” “Who is it?” Abner demanded.
“Well, Abner, you’re a great man, aren’t you?” David taunted. “Where in all Israel is there anyone as mighty? So why 
haven’t you guarded your master the king when someone came to kill him?

David’s loyalty transformed enemies into allies
2 Samuel 3: 9-10, 17-19 NLT
May God strike me and even kill me if I don’t do everything I can to help David get what the LORD has promised him! 
I’m going to take Saul’s kingdom and give it to David. I will establish the throne of David over Israel as well as Judah, all 
the way from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south.”
…Meanwhile, Abner had consulted with the elders of Israel. “For some time now,” he told them, “you have wanted to 
make David your king. Now is the time! For the LORD has said, ‘I have chosen David to save my people Israel from the 
hands of the Philistines and from all their other enemies.’” Abner also spoke with the men of Benjamin. Then he went to 
Hebron to tell David that all the people of Israel and Benjamin had agreed to support him.


