
1 Samuel 13:5-6, 22 NIV
The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as 
numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. When the 

Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, 
among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns…

So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his 
son Jonathan had them.

1 Samuel 14: 20-23 NIV
Then Saul and all his men assembled and went to the battle. They found the Philistines in total confusion, striking 
each other with their swords. Those Hebrews who had previously been with the Philistines and had gone up with 
them to their camp went over to the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. When all the Israelites who had 

hidden in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were on the run, they joined the battle in hot pursuit. 
So on that day the Lord saved Israel, and the battle moved on beyond Beth Aven.

Your courage inspires others to be courageous

Courage is lonely & abnormal
1 Samuel 14:1-3 NLT
One day Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come on, let’s go over to where the Philistines have their 
outpost.” But Jonathan did not tell his father what he was doing.
Meanwhile, Saul and his 600 men were camped on the outskirts of Gibeah, around the pomegranate tree[a] 
at Migron. Among Saul’s men was Ahijah the priest, who was wearing the ephod, the priestly vest. Ahijah was 
the son of Ichabod’s brother Ahitub, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of the Lord who had served at 
Shiloh. No one realized that Jonathan had left the Israelite camp.

Courage is risky
1 Samuel 14:4-6 NLT
To reach the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down between two rocky cliffs that were called Bozez and 
Seneh. The cliff on the north was in front of Micmash, and the one on the south was in front of Geba. “Let’s 
go across to the outpost of those pagans,” Jonathan said to his armor bearer. “Perhaps the Lord will help us, 
for nothing can hinder the Lord. He can win a battle whether he has many warriors or only a few!”

Courage is contagious
1 Samuel 14:7,  NIV
“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”

Courage is a difference maker
1 Samuel 14:13-15,23 NIV
Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The Philistines fell 
before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. In that first attack Jonathan and his 
armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre.
Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp and field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties
—and the ground shook. It was a panic sent by God…So on that day the Lord saved Israel


