
Sometimes you must abandon something good to achieve something great!

3 lessons Philip teaches us: 

Be willing to serve under
Acts 6:3-5 NIV
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 
turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This proposal 
pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.

Be willing to step back
Acts 8:4-6; 14-15 NLT
But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. Philip, for example, 
went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. Crowds listened intently to Philip because 
they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did. Many evil spirits were cast out, 
screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was great joy 
in that city…When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they 
sent Peter and John there. As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit.

Be willing to seek out
Acts 8:26-29; 36-40 NASB
But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Get up and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, 
and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
up and join this chariot.” 
…As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from 
being baptized?” And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, 
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

***Response***
I’m willing to serve under, step back, and seek out to achieve something great!


